PLYMOUTH BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Tuesday, September 15, 2009
Town Hall Mayflower Room

The Selectmen held a meeting on Tuesday, September 15, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall in the Mayflower Room. 

Present: 

Richard J. Quintal, Jr., Chairman 

David F. Malaguti, Vice Chairman
Daniel “Butch” Machado, Jr.

John T. Mahoney, Jr.

William P. Hallisey, Jr.

Melissa Arrighi, Acting Town Manager

Call to Order

Chairman Quintal called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Swearing-In Ceremony

Acting Town Manager Melissa Arrighi introduced the swearing-in ceremony to recognize two newly-promoted officers and one new firefighter recruit within the Plymouth Fire Department.  

Chief G. Edward Bradley noted the recent resignations of the Town’s two deputy chiefs, leaving two key positions open within the department.  Chief Bradley introduced the newly promoted Deputy Chief Donald E. Brown and Deputy Chief Michael Young as well as new firefighter James J. Brown, and he provided information on the educational background and training of each.
Town Clerk Laurence Pizer led Deputy Chief Brown, Deputy Chief Young, and Firefighter Brown through the oath of service, and Chief Bradley facilitated the formal pinning ceremony.   The Board of Selectmen offered thanks and congratulations to the promoted officers and newly appointed firefighters.  

At the close of the swearing-in ceremony, Chairman Quintal called for a five minute break to allow the crowd to clear and prepare for the next agenda item.

Town Clerk – Update on Dog Licensing Efforts

Chairman Quintal reconvened the meeting at 7:22 p.m. and invited Mr. Pizer to address the Board regarding his efforts to enforce the Town’s dog licensing laws.  

Mr. Pizer explained that, approximately two years prior, the Board of Selectmen named the Town Clerk as the “enforcing person” for the licensing of dogs.   Through the mailing of notification letters and the issuance of non-criminal violations for non-compliance, he explained, the staff of the Clerks Office has increased the percentage of Plymouth’s licensed dogs from 58% in 2007 to nearly 90% in 2009.  

Mr. Pizer reminded the Board and the public that dog licenses are due by January 1st of each year.   He explained that the intent behind the licensing of dogs is based on the interest of public health—not revenue collection.   It is his goal, he said, that every dog in Plymouth be properly licensed and have an up-to-date rabies shot, thus leaving him no reason to issue citations to citizens for non-compliance.  Mr. Pizer commended his staff members for their efforts to educate the public and thanked the Police Department and the Magistrate of Courts for their cooperation in helping the Clerk’s Office to achieve its licensing goals.   

Vice Chairman Malaguti commended Mr. Pizer’s success with increasing the percentage of dogs licensed in the Town of Plymouth.
Town Manager’s Report

New Appointments – Ms. Arrighi was pleased to announce and introduce the following new appointees to three director positions with the Town of Plymouth:

· Mary Beth Lawton – Ms. Arrighi reported that she appointed Mary Beth Lawton as the Town’s new Council on Aging Director.  Ms. Lawton, she said, currently serves as the Director of the Abington Council on Aging and will begin her new post with Plymouth on October 1, 2009.
· Michelle Roberts – Ms. Arrighi noted that she appointed Michelle Roberts as the Town’s new Health Director.   Serving as Abington’s Health Officer since 2000 and Holbrook’s Health Agent prior to that, Ms. Arrighi explained, Ms. Roberts will also start her service with the Town of Plymouth on October 1, 2009.
· Roxanne Whitbeck – Ms. Arrighi reminded the Board that Roxanne Whitbeck was appointed as the Town’s new Director of Veterans Services.  Many of Plymouth’s veterans, Ms. Arrighi said, contacted the Town to offer strong support in favor of Ms. Whitbeck’s appointment.   Ms. Whitbeck comes to this position as a certified Veteran’s Services Officer and a 13-year veteran of the United States Navy, she noted.
Ms. Lawton, Ms. Roberts, and Ms. Whitbeck each had an opportunity to address the Board and share a few words about their previous work experience and their plans to lead their respective departments.  

Chairman Quintal congratulated and welcomed each of the appointees.  Ms. Arrighi stated that she would return to her Town Manager’s Report later in the meeting, to allow for other agenda items to be heard.
Licenses

One Day Wine and Malt License
· Our House Services (Philippe Ducrot, 40 Russell Street) requested six (6) One Day Wine & Malt licenses for wine tasting dinners to be held from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. on September 18 and 19, and October 9, 10, 16, and 17, 2009.    Liquor liability is in place. 
On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Machado, the Board approved six (6) One Day Wine & Malt licenses (as outlined above) for Our House Services / Philippe Ducrot.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Vehicle for Hire (New)

· Habilitation Assistance, 434 Court Street, applied for five (5) new livery vehicle permits.  All vehicles were inspected by the Inspectional Services Department.
· 2007 Cadillac CRS

· 2008 Chevy Impala

· 2002 Ford Econovan

· 2009 Ford Econovan

· 2009 Ford E350

On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Machado, the Board approved (5) new livery vehicle permits (for the vehicles listed above) for Habilitation Assistance.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Pole Petition
· NSTAR and Verizon Petition # 1692199 – One petition covering the installation of one (1) new pole on Industrial Park Road in Plymouth.  This pole is necessary to service a new customer at 61 Commerce Way.
On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Hallisey, the Board approved NSTAR and Verizon Petition # 1692199.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Selectman Machado noted the Board’s previous request to meet with representatives from Verizon and NSTAR to discuss concerns regarding double poles and damaged/open sidewalks at the base of many utility poles throughout Town.  Ms. Arrighi confirmed that the Town’s utility providers are scheduled to appear before the Board in October.  

Administrative Notes

Meeting Minutes / May 19, 2009 – On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Machado, the Board approved the minutes of the May 19, 2009 Selectmen’s meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.
Meeting Minutes / May 26, 2009 – On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Machado, the Board approved the minutes of the May 26, 2009 Selectmen’s meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Meeting Minutes / June 1, 2009 – On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Mahoney, the Board approved the minutes of the June 1, 2009 Selectmen’s meeting.  Voted 4-0-1, approved, with an abstention from Selectman Machado, as he did not attend the June 1, 2009 meeting.
MOU Pertaining to Article 28 (Amend Zoning) – The Board endorsed the Memorandum of Understanding between the Town of Plymouth and Harald, LLC, as amended, pertaining to Article 28 (Amend Zoning for Lots 13 and 48 on Map 89) of the Fall Annual Town Meeting.

Public Comment

Chairman Quintal opened the meeting to public comment.  No citizens came forward to address the Board.

Fall Town Meeting Articles
Article 2A
To see if the Town will vote to amend the vote taken under Article 7A of the 2009 Annual Town Meeting warrant, and, as necessary, to raise, appropriate, transfer or borrow funds for the purpose of supplementing departmental expenses, and/or to reduce certain departmental expenses or otherwise amend said vote, or take any other action relative thereto.  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Article 2B

To see if the Town will vote to amend the vote taken under Article 7B, 7C and 7D of the 2009 Annual Town Meeting warrant, and, as necessary, to raise, appropriate, transfer or borrow funds for the purpose of supplementing enterprise departmental expenses, and/or to reduce certain departmental expenses or otherwise amend said vote, or take any other action relative thereto.  

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Finance Director Lynne Barrett addressed the Board to provide information on several of the budget-related articles for Fall Town Meeting.   Articles 2A and 2B, she explained, represent amendments to the operating budget approved via Article 7 of the 2009 Spring Annual Town Meeting.    Ms. Barrett reviewed the reductions that must be made to the budget (as outlined in an updated 2010 Sources & Uses spreadsheet) to reflect shortfalls in State Aid and local receipts.  Some of these changes to the budget, however, are the result of savings, from the refinancing of bonds, and reductions in expenses, she noted. 
On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Machado, the Board voted to recommend Articles 2A and 2B to Fall Town Meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.
Article 3

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer a sum of money to pay certain unpaid bills, or take any other action relative thereto.    

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Ms. Barrett reported that there were no unpaid bills, and, thus, she recommended that the Selectmen take no action on Article 3.

Article 9

To see what action the Town will take under the provisions of G.L. c.44,  §53E 1/2 regarding the establishment, annual re-authorization or renewal as the case may be of revolving funds, or take any other action relative thereto.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Ms. Barrett noted that the Fire Chief has requested a revolving account for the Cedarville Community Center.  The Board posed no questions.

On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Machado, the Board voted to recommend Article 9 to Fall Town Meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Article 10

To see if the Town will vote to amend the vote taken by the Town under Article 10 of the October 2005 Fall Town Meeting by rescinding the borrowing authorization for the purchase of 78 acres of land, more or less, in the Town of Plymouth located off Center Hill Road shown on Assessors Map 64 as Lot 23-1, Lot 24-1, and Lot 27-0, also known as the Center Hill and acquisition , and further, to appropriate from the Community Preservation Fund estimated annual revenues, fund balance, or reserves, or otherwise fund a sum of money the remaining balance of said acquisition, or take any other action relative thereto. 

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
Ms. Barrett explained that the Community Preservation Committee (“CPC”) is making a concerted effort to pay down its debts on land acquisitions.   To that end, she said, the CPC will make a payment of $1,000,000 towards the debt that remains from the purchase of the Center Hill Preserve, thus necessitating Article 10, which amends the original borrowing authorization.  
William Keohan, chairman of the CPC, addressed the Board to note that the CPC anticipates a grant from the National Oceanographic & Atmospheric Administration (“NOAA”) in the amount of $1,150,000 towards the purchase of the preserve, which will further reduce the Town’s debt on the acquisition.

On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Machado, the Board voted to recommend Article 10 to Fall Town Meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Article 11

To see if the Town will vote to rescind the following unused borrowing authority:

AMOUNT  
PURPOSE                              

AUTHORIZATION
$      14,746
Title V for repair, replacement 

Article 7 – October 22, 2001 FATM




and/or upgrade of septic systems 
$ 1,290,000
PSHS Roof Repairs


Article 9B-2 – April 3, 2004 ATM

$          0.01
Renovations to Siever Field 

Article 4G – October 22, 2007 FATM

$      20,000
Replacing a 1993 Vactor Jet Truck
Article 9B-7 – May 16, 2005 ATM 

$    145,000
Rehabilitate Harrington Tank 

Article 9B-17 – May 20, 2006 ATM 

$    100,000
Test Well Program


Article 9B-20 – May 20, 2006 ATM 

                                                                                          

or take any other action relative thereto

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Ms. Barrett reported that Article 11 will rescind the borrowing authorizations for projects that have either been completed or abandoned. 
On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Machado, the Board voted to recommend Article 11 to Fall Town Meeting.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.

Article 21

To see if the Town will vote to establish the Right to Farm Bylaw.

Section 1 Legislative Intent

The purpose of this Article is to restate farm protections that already exist in state law so they are understood and implemented at the local level.

This Right to Farm By-Law does not seek to change state laws, but to bring them together into one local bylaw to enhance local understanding of the right to farm. The Right to Farm Bylaw also encourages the pursuit of agriculture, promotes agricultural based economic opportunities, and protects farming in the Town of Plymouth by allowing agricultural uses and related activities to function in minimal conflict with abutters and town agencies. The Bylaw shall apply to all jurisdictional areas within the Town. 

The benefits and protections of this Bylaw are intended to apply exclusively to those agricultural operations and activities conducted in accordance with generally accepted agricultural practices. Moreover, nothing in this bylaw shall be deemed to authorize the acquisition of any interest in land, or to impose any land use regulations, which actions are properly the subject of state statute, regulations, or local zoning law or vote of Town Meeting. 

Section 2 Definitions

The word “farm” shall include any parcel or contiguous parcels of land or water bodies used for the primary purpose of agriculture, or accessory thereto.  The words “farming” and “agriculture” or their derivatives shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

· Cultivation and tillage of the soil

· Dairying

· Production, cultivation, growing and harvesting of any agricultural, aquacultural, floricultural, viticultural, or horticultural commodities

· Growing and harvesting of forest products upon forest land, and any other forestry or lumbering operations;

· The raising and keeping of horses

· Raising and keeping of livestock including poultry, swine, cattle, ratites (such as emus and ostriches) and camelids (such as llamas and camels) and other domesticated animals for food and other agricultural purposes, including bees and furbearing animals

“Farming” shall encompass activities including but not limited to:

· Operation and transportation of slow-moving farm equipment over roads within the Town

· Control of pests, including but not limited to insects, weeds, predators and disease organism of plants and animals

· Application of manure, fertilizers and pesticides

· Conducting agriculture-related educational and farm-based recreational activities, including agri-tourism, provided that the activities are related to marketing the agricultural output or services of the farm;

· Processing and packaging of the agricultural output of the farm and the operation of a farmers’ market or farm stand including signage thereto;

· Maintenance, repair or storage of seasonal equipment or apparatus owned or leased by the farm owner or manager used expressly for the purpose of propagation, processing, management, or sale of the agricultural products; and

· On-farm relocation of earth and the clearing of ground for farming operations

Section 3 Right to Farm Declaration

The Right to Farm is hereby recognized to exist within the Town of Plymouth. The above-described agricultural activities may occur on holidays, weekdays and weekends by night or day and shall include the attendant incidental noise, odors, dust, and fumes associated with normally accepted agricultural practices. It is hereby determined that whatever impact may be caused to others through the normal practice of agriculture is more than offset by the benefits of farming to the neighborhood, community, and society in general. 

Section 4 Disclosure Notification
Within 30 days after this by-law becomes effective, the Board of Selectmen shall prominently post in the Town Hall, on the official Town Website, and make available for distribution the following disclosure:
“It is the policy of this community to conserve, protect and encourage the maintenance and improvement of agricultural land for the production of food, and other agricultural products, and also for its natural and ecological value. This disclosure notification is to inform buyers or occupants that the property they are about to acquire or occupy lies within a town where farming activities occur. Such farming activities may include, but are not limited to, activities that cause noise, dust and odors. Buyers or occupants are also informed that the location of property within the Town may be impacted by agricultural operations including the ability to access water for such property under certain circumstances.” 

Section 5 Dispute Resolution

Early and effective resolution of farm related issues is strongly encouraged by the establishment of an Agricultural Committee.  Any person who seeks to complain about the operation of a farm may, notwithstanding pursuing any other available remedy, file a written grievance with the Agricultural Committee.  The Board of Selectmen may forward a copy of a grievance that they receive to the Agricultural Committee.  The Board of Health, except in cases of imminent danger or a public health risk, may also forward a copy of a grievance to the Agricultural Committee.  The Agricultural Committee shall review and facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and report its written recommendations to the referring Town authority within an agreed upon time with all involved parties.

Section 6 – Severability Clause

If any part of this By-law is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the remainder of the By-law. The Town of Plymouth hereby declares the provisions of this By-law to be severable. 

Or take any other action relative thereto.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

Article 22

To see if the Town will vote to establish an Agricultural Committee.   

For the purpose of this Article, agriculture shall include but shall not be limited to the production of crops, livestock, horticulture, aquaculture, the keeping and boarding of horses or livestock for personal or commercial purposes, forestry, nurseries, greenhouses, and related activities. 

The Agricultural Committee shall

· Serve as facilitators for encouraging the pursuit of agriculture in Plymouth

· Promote agricultural based economic opportunities

· Act as advocates, educators and/or negotiators on agricultural issues

· Work for the preservation of agricultural lands

· Pursue all initiatives appropriate to creating a sustainable agricultural community

· Encourage early and effective resolution of farm related disputes

The following procedure is hereby encouraged to enhance early and effective resolution of farm related issues: 

Any person who seeks to complain about the operation of a farm may, notwithstanding pursuing any other available remedy, file a written grievance with the Agricultural Committee.  The Board of Selectmen may forward a copy of a grievance that they receive to the Agricultural Committee.  The Board of Health, except in cases of imminent danger or a public health risk, may also forward a copy of a grievance to the Agricultural Committee.  The Agricultural Committee shall review and facilitate the resolution of the grievance, and report its written recommendations to the referring Town authority within an agreed upon time with all involved parties.

The Committee shall consist of seven members appointed by the Board of Selectmen. Four members shall be actively engaged in farming, and three members shall be at-large. Members shall serve staggered three-year terms, with two of the initial members serving three-year terms, two serving two-year terms, and three serving a one-year term.

Or any other action relative thereto.

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE


William Keohan, chairman of the Open Space Committee, noted that Articles 21 and 22 represent the proposals that were brought forth by the citizens-based Right-to-Farm Bylaw Steering Committee to the Selectmen at their meeting of July 21, 2009.   Since that meeting, at which the Board expressed its favorability towards the proposals, he has worked with the Town Manager to finalize these articles for Town Meeting consideration, he explained. 

Ms. Arrighi mentioned that Counsel will provide some further comments on the article language in the coming weeks.  The Board, she said, could offer its approval of these articles, contingent upon final review by Town Counsel.

Vice Chairman Malaguti made note of correspondence from a resident who expressed concern that the proposed membership of the committee appeared to be too slanted towards farmers.  

At the close of a brief discussion regarding the committee structure and membership, Vice Chairman Malaguti made a motion to recommend Article 21 and Article 22 to Fall Town Meeting, subject to review by Town Counsel.  Selectman Machado seconded the motion, and the Board voted 5-0-0 in favor.   
Article 4

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or borrow a sum of money for the construction and/or repair and/or purchase and/or lease and/or replacement of departmental buildings and/or equipment and/or capital facilities and/or for feasibility studies and other types of studies for the various departments of the Town substantially as follows: 
A. Police Cruiser

Or take any other action relative thereto.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Referring to Article 4, Ms. Arrighi explained that the Town must first appropriate the transfer to expend the insurance reimbursement for the replacement of the police cruiser.

Article 24

To see if the Town will vote to adopt General Bylaw, Section XX-XX. Sex Offender Residency Restrictions as defined as follows:

(By-Law language included in previous meeting minutes.)

This Ordinance expressly does not repeal or otherwise affect any other provisions of the Town of Plymouth, Massachusetts.

This By-law shall become effective immediately upon its passage or otherwise becoming law.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Ms. Arrighi noted the Board’s request that the Police Chief provide further information on the proposed Sex Offender Residency Restriction bylaw, Article 24.
Police Chief Michael Botieri provided the Board with data on the number of registered sex offenders who live within Plymouth and the requirements of registration, including the requirements for homeless citizens.  He reviewed maps illustrating a 1,500 foot buffer and a more aggressive half-mile residency restriction, and he discussed similar bylaws adopted by Towns like Weymouth and Rockland, which, he said, both passed muster with the Attorney General’s Office.   Chief Botieri further illustrated the process followed when his department is notified of a newly-registered offender, and he discussed the three levels of classification and the availability of the offender list to the public.

Chief Botieri fielded questions and comments from the Selectmen.  Selectman Machado expressed concerns about the number of registered sex offenders living in Plymouth and acknowledged the fact that it is difficult to track homeless offenders.  Chief Botieri noted that, while the State’s Sex Offender Registry Board requires the police to check on their municipality’s registered offenders twice per year, Plymouth’s police check in at least four times.  In response to a question from Selectman Hallisey, Chief Botieri explained that the Town does its best to disseminate notice of the registration or relocation of a sex offender in Plymouth.  Chief Botieri said that the State’s Sex Offender Registry website is easily accessible, and it lists both the residential address and the place of employment for each offender.

Selectman Mahoney inquired about the number of offenders registered within Plymouth and the fluctuation of that number over the years.   Chief Botieri noted that the number has hovered between 8 and 12 each year in Plymouth.  Currently, Chief Botieri added, there are two homeless offenders who register with the police every 45 days.
Chief Botieri talked further about other towns that have adopted loitering bylaws, because, he said, offenders generally commit crimes where they find their victims, as opposed to offending within their homes.  A loitering bylaw, he said, would give the police a more effective way to keep offenders away from schools, parks, and elderly housing facilities.  The current bylaw, he noted, would prevent further offenders from relocating to Plymouth, while grandfathering-in those who already live here.  He recommended that Town Counsel look closely at the proposed bylaw to ensure that it will stand up in a court of law.

Members of the Board shared their thoughts on the bylaw.  Vice Chairman Malaguti questioned whether the bylaw could legally be enforced but noted his belief that it will send a message to offenders that they are not welcome here.  He made a motion to recommend Article 24 to Town Meeting with a half-mile restriction, pending review by Town Counsel.  Selectman Machado seconded Vice Chairman Malaguti’s motion.

A brief discussion ensued during which Chairman Quintal questioned whether the bylaw could withstand legal challenge and expressed concern with the expense of defending the bylaw in court.   Chairman Quintal also stated his belief that it would be better for the Commonwealth to enact a tried-and-tested law that could be implemented statewide.  Selectman Hallisey wondered if the expansion of the restriction distance from 1,500 feet to a half-mile could create an unusual density of offenders living in those areas unaffected by the restriction.
At the close of discussion, the Board voted 4-1-0 to recommend Article 24 to Town Meeting with a half-mile restriction, pending review by Town Counsel.  Chairman Quintal cast the opposing vote.
Town Managers Report (continued)
H1N1 Flu – Ms. Arrighi reported that the Town is working on various collaborative outreach and education initiatives with Jordan Hospital regarding the H1N1 Flu virus.   There have been two Homeland Security meetings held, thus far, to address the issue, she said, and the Town has posted information on the flu virus at Town Hall and on the website.   Ms. Arrighi noted that the Health Department has scheduled several flu clinics for the annual, seasonal vaccine, but there is no supply of the H1N1 vaccine at this time.

White Island Pond – Ms. Arrighi noted that Board of Health has obtained testing information from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH) on the pond water at White Island Pond.  The pond, she said, is closed until further notice, and the Board of Health has posted signs denoting such.  
Samoset Street Update – Ms. Arrighi announced that the Town will reconstruct the eastbound lanes of Samoset Street (Route 44) at the intersection of Court Street (Route 3A) on Monday September 14 at 7:00 PM.

Crematory Update – Ms. Arrighi provided a brief update to the Board on the Town Crematory, noting that, since the first cremation done on May 21, 2009, crematory staff have completed 187 cremations to date.   A projection of this figure over the course of a full year indicates that the Town will be on par with its initial estimate of 500-600 cremations during the first full year of operations, she noted.

News from the Massachusetts Town Clerk’s Association – Ms. Arrighi was pleased to report that the Auditor of the Commonwealth, Joseph DeNucci, has indicated to the Massachusetts Town Clerk’s Association that the Commonwealth will be reimbursing cities and towns for the expenses associated with the unanticipated primary and special elections to fill the late Senator Edward Kennedy’s seat in the United States Senate.  

Second Annual Diversity Day Event – Ms. Arrighi noted that Plymouth’s No Place For Hate committee held its second successful Diversity Day event on September 13, 2009.

Old Business Letters New Business

Old Business

Parking on Standish Avenue – Selectman Machado reported that residents who live on the east side of Standish Avenue (in the area of Perry’s Market) are having difficulty finding parking.   He asked if the Parking & Traffic Task Force could look into the matter. 
Updates on 1820 Court House and Plymouth Rock Studios – Selectman Mahoney asked Ms. Arrighi for any news or information on the 1820 Court House and Plymouth Rock Studios projects.  Ms. Arrighi responded that the County Commissioners will come to the Board’s meeting of September 22, 2009 to sign a Purchase & Sale agreement on the court house.  With regard to Plymouth Rock Studios, Ms. Arrighi reported that an application for a TIGER Grant (for infrastructure projects) has been submitted, but no groundbreaking date has been set.
Expansion of Economic Target Area – Selectman Hallisey inquired about the status of the request submitted by the towns of Kingston and Plympton to be part of Plymouth’s Economic Target Area (“ETA”).   Ms. Arrighi explained that the Town’s Economic Development Director, Denis Hanks, is working on the agreement and the concerns that were raised by the Board during its recent meeting with officials from the Town of Kingston.  Ms. Arrighi referenced a 10-page document from the Planning Board, in which the Planning Board offered its recommendations on the expansion of the ETA and the formation of a regional committee.  Ms. Arrighi stated that she would bring the matter back before the Board, once Kingston has addressed Plymouth’s concerns.

Letters

Parking on Cole’s Hill – Vice Chairman Malaguti referenced correspondence from downtown residents regarding illegal parking on Cole’s Hill.  Ms. Arrighi confirmed that staff is looking into this complaint.

New Business

Meeting with Utility Companies – Selectman Machado requested that Nancy Richard from PACTV be invited to attend the Board’s upcoming meeting with NSTAR, Verizon, and Comcast.

Memorial Clocks – Chairman Quintal complimented the Rooney Memorial Clock in recently-refurbished Depot Square, and he inquired as to when the Burgess Memorial Clock will be installed.   Ms. Arrighi responded that the Memorials Advisory Committee will review the plans and provide a recommendation for the Board, once a location for the clock has been determined.

Clock at Corner of North and Main Streets – Chairman Quintal stated that a private donor may be willing to sponsor the repair of the clock at the corner of North and Main Streets.  Ms. Arrighi noted the historic nature of the clock and the process through which the Town would have to vet a request to privately name the clock.  The DPW, she said, will take a look at the clock to determine why it appears to not be working properly.

Sister City Relationship with Shichigahama, Japan – Chairman Quintal noted that 2010 will mark the 20th anniversary of Plymouth’s sister city relationship with Shichigahama, Japan.  He stated that he would like the Board to prepare for and discuss plans for a celebration.

Adjournment of Meeting

On a motion by Vice Chairman Malaguti, seconded by Selectman Mahoney, the Board voted to adjourn its meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m.  Voted 5-0-0, approved.
Tiffany Park, Clerk to the Board of Selectmen
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